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Empty pelvis syndrome is a complex challenge resulting from 
the dead space generated by exenteration. A systematic review 
of reconstructive techniques to prevent empty pelvis syndrome 
cited inconsistent definitions and heterogeneous outcome 
reporting, and was therefore unable to make strong conclusions 
in favour of a particular strategy1. The severity of complications 
escalates with more radical surgery as boundaries are pushed2,3. 
The guidelines proposed here will establish standardized 
definitions, outcomes, descriptors, patient perspectives, and 
unmet needs.

The study will be conducted on behalf of the PelvEx Collaborative, 
an international group of 140 units from around the world; see the 
Collaborators section. Diverse patient representation will be sought 
in liaison with Bowel Research UK, CommunitiesFirst, and the 
World Federation of Incontinence and Pelvic Problems. The design 
is a three-stage consensus study design using Core Outcome 
Measures in Effectiveness Trials (COMET) and COnsensus-based 
Standards for the selection of health Measurement INstruments 
(COSMIN) guidance.
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European Colorectal Congress
3 – 6 December 2023, St.Gallen, Switzerland

Information & Registration www.colorectalsurgery.eu

A gaze in the crystal ball:  Where is the role of virtual 
reality and artificial Intelligence in colorectal surgery
Müller Beat, Basel, CH

MALIGNANT COLORECTAL DISEASE

Cytoreductive Surgery 
and Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy – facts and hopes
Michel Adamina, Winterthur, CH

Metastatic Colorectal Cancer – surgical approaches and limits
Jürgen Weitz, Dresden, DE

Extended lymph node dissection 
for rectal cancer, is it still under debate?
Miranda Kusters, Amsterdam, NL

Organ preservation functional outcome in rectal 
cancer treatment – in line with patient’s needs?
(Robot – laparoscopic – open surgery?)
Hans de Wilt, Nijmegen, NL

ROBOTICS

Advances in Robotic Surgery and what we learnt so far
Parvaiz Amjad, Portsmouth, UK

Challenging the market:
Robotic (assistant) Devices and how to choose wisely
(Da Vinci – Hugo Ras – Distalmotion ua)
Khan Jim, London, UK

TAMIS - Robotic Transanal Surgery, does it make it easier?
Knol Joep, Genk, BE

Live Surgery – Contonal Hospital of St.Gallen
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Bill Heald, Lisboa, PRT

MASTERCLASS
PROCTOLOGY DAY
ROBOTIC COURSE
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DIVERTICULAR DISEASE

Gut microbiome and surgery
Phil Quirke, Leeds, UK

Diet in diverticular disease
Pamela Buchwald, Lund, SE

Decision making in the management of acute
complicated Diverticulitis beyond the guidelines
Seraina Faes, Zurich, CH

Diverticular Abscess –
Always drainage or who benefits from Surgery?
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Perforated Diverticulitis:
Damage Control, Hartmann‘s Procedure,
Primary Anastomosis, Diverting Loop
Reinhold Kafka-Ritsch, Innsbruck, AT

When to avoid protective stoma 
in colorectal surgery
Antonino Spinelli, Milano, IT

ENDOMETRIOSIS

Endometriosis – 
what is the role of the abdominal surgeon
Tuynman Juriaan, Amsterdam, NL

Challenges in Surgery of Endometriosis –
always interdisciplinary?
Peter Oppelt, Linz, AT; Andreas Shamiyeh, Linz, AT

OVERVIEW
Sun, 3 Dec 2023

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 
Mon, 4 Dec – Wed, 6 Dec 2023
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