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INTRODUCTION

Joseph Swetnam's The Araignment of Lewd, Tdle, Froward, and Unconstant Women,
which came out in 1615, has had a busy publishing history. There are thirteen
surviving seventeenth-century editions of this attack on women, another five
extant editions in the first half of the eighteeuth century, followed by an
antiquarian reprint of the first edition in 1807. The Araignment of Women was
also translated into Dutch by the Leyden printer and bookseller Willem
Christiaens van der Boxe as the Recht-banck tegen de Luye, Korzelighe, en
Wispeltuyrige Vrouwen in 1641. There are four surviving editions of the
Recht-banck in the seventeenth century, and two further early eighteenth-
century editions still extant.

The number of reprints of The Araignment of Women points to its steady
popularity. Two years after its first publication in 1615 (reprints had
followed in 1615 and 1616), the popularity of The Araignment of Women with
the 'vulgar ignorant' was the ostensible reason for the appearance of three
responses, Rachel Speght's A Mouzell for Melastomus, Ester Sowernam's Ester
hath hang'd Haman, and Constantia Munda's The Worming of a mad Do Ege,
probably published before May 1617. All three respondents discuss Swetnam's
manifest ignorance. The responses reveal that Swetnam's adversaries were
better educated than the author of this popular attack on women. Another
regponse to The Araignment of Women, which also incorporates references to
the three responses, was the play Swetnam, the Woman-hater, Arraigned by
Women, performed at the Red Bull Theatre between 1617 and March 1619. The Red
Bull was a popular theatre, patronised largely by the 'man in the street'.
The play was published in 1620, the year 1n which another woman controversy,
the Hic Mulier - Haec Vir controveray, appeared.

None of the responses to The Araignment of Women were reprinted in the
early seventeenth century, although Ester Sowernam's Ester hath hang'd Haman
was re-issued together with The Araigument of Women in the antiquarian
reprint of 1807. A modern critical edition of the three responses in the
Swetnam controversy has been provided by S. Shepherd in The Women's Sharp
Revenge: Five Women's Pamphlets from the Renaissance (1985). The play
Swetnam, the Woman-hater, Arraigned by Vomen was edlted by A.B. Grosart in
1880, by J.S. Farmer for the Tudor Facsimile Texts in 1914, and in more
recent years by C. Crandall in 196%. The Araignment of Women itself appeared
in a modernised and abridged version in Half Humankind: Texts and Contexts of
the Controversy about Women, edited by K.U. Henderson and B.F. McManus
(1985).

A number of studies in recent and less recent years have pald attention to
The Araignment of Women from a socio-cultural or literary-cultural angle.
L.B. Wright in "Middle-Class Culture in Elizabethan England (1935) sees
Swetnam as a8 middle-class author who 'hit upon the grievances that the
average citizen, especially among the Puritans, regarded as the besetting
sins of woman' (pp.487-8). L. Stone in The Family, Sex and Marriage in
England 1500~1800 (1977) believes that the popularity of The Araignment of
Women reflecta popular attitudes towards women (p.197), and discusses these
popular attitudes towards women in the context of the subordinate position of
wives to their husbands. L. Woodbridge, in Women and the English Renaissance.
Literature and the Nature of Womankind 1540-1620 (1984), discusses The
Araignment of Women and the ensulng Swetnam controversy from the perspective
of what she calls the formal literary controversy about women, which included
both attacks on and defences vf women, and which had a number of features in
common. She does not belleve that attacks and defences can be read as more
or less straightforward reflections of actual attitudes towards women (p.5),
but sees both The Araignment of Women and the responses it provoked in terms







